THE    ROSE   AND   THE   RING

Queen Rosalba wore the Paflagonian Ribbon of the
Cucumber across her riding-habit, whilst King Giglio
never appeared without the Grand Cordon of the
Pumpkin. How the people cheered them as they
rode along side by side! They were pronounced to be
the handsomest couple ever seen: that was a matter
of course; but they really were very handsome, and,
had they been otherwise, would have looked so,
they were so happy! Their Majesties were never
separated during the whole day, but breakfasted,
dined, and supped together always, and rode side
by side, interchanging elegant compliments, and
indulging in the most delightful conversation. At
night, her Majesty's ladies of honour (who had all
rallied round her the day after King Padella's defeat)
came and conducted her to the apartments prepared
for her; whilst King Giglio, surrounded by his gentle-
men, withdrew to his own Royal quarters. It was
agreed they should be married as soon as they reached
the capital, and orders were dispatched to the Arch-
bishop of Blombodinga, to hold himself in readiness
to perform the interesting ceremony. Duke Hedzofif
carried the message, and gave instructions to have
the Royal Castle splendidly refurnished and painted
afresh. The Duke seized Glumboso, the ex-Prime
Minister, and made him refund that considerable
sum of money which the old scoundrel had secreted
out of the late King's treasure. He also clapped
Valoroso into prison (who, by the way, had been
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